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  These articles seem to get 

harder and harder as the months go 

by.  I hope some of you actually enjoy 

or even read them as I really do try to 

make them meaningful.  So let me do 

my usual and start with my thanks to 
the membership and I for one know 

how blessed I have been to have had 

such a great staff of officers to work 

with these past six months.  You have 

all done a remarkable job and our 

Council is strong.  

 Wasnõt the Memorial Mass out-

standing?  Jim Gallagher earned the 

Knight of the Month for his efforts to 

make all of us know how important that 

Mass is and can be.  If you werenõt 

aware he arranged to have 8 widows at 

the Mass, even getting some Knights 

and/or their wives to pick up those that 
needed to be driven.  Jim believed it 

could happen and made it work ð what 

a great example of Knightly spirit!  

 The Christmas Tree Lot was 

another unbelievable success again as 

Pat Cass and Mike MacKay continue to 

make this run like a well oiled ma-

chine!  Don Winterich worked his 

magic in getting the schedule com-

pleted so thanks again to one and all!  

 Tootsie roll is coming up the 

last weekend of January and the first 
weekend of February.  We will need a 

lot of support one more time and 

Aaron believes we can even beat last 

yearõs $6k number.  Guys as crazy as it 

seems during these tough times peo-

ple seem to reach in to their pockets 

just a bit more and we actually seem to 

do better.  Thatõs a great attribute of 

our fellow man so be sure as they give 

we thank them as these funds really 

help the handicapped!  

 Our Supreme Knight Carl 

Anderson wrote an article entitled 

òChristian roots are the key to true 
freedomó posted on the Supreme 

website.   I would like to include just a 

part of that article as I found it really 
meaningful and insightful: òOur task 

as Knights is to continue this evan-
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Our Annual Tootsie Roll Drive is Around the 

Corner   

Yes, Tootsie Roll time is here again. Our 

annual drive this year will be the last week-

end of January and the first weekend of Feb-

ruary.  

 We planned to use our same locations from 

last year but the Publix in Melbourne Beach 

has cancelled all fundraisers because of 

complaints about over aggressive solicita-

tions! The merchants in that plaza will make 

another decision on this matter after the first 

of the year.  

 In the meantime Wall Mart, Winn Dixie and 

the Satellite Beach Publix are laid on. If we 

cannot use the Melbourne Beach Publix we 

will try the Indian Harbor Publix. We hope 

to exceed the more than 6K we were able to 

have donated last year.  

 Thanks to all the Brothers and their wives 

and their children who donated their valu-

able time to this important charity. One of 

our Seminarians, Dave Mullin and his cousin 

pulled two shifts at the Melbourne Beach 

Publix last March. Please sign up when the 

sheet comes around.     
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gelization of conscience and to work for the protec-

tion of religious freedom. In step with Pope Bene-

dict and his predecessors, we embrace these re-

sponsibilities.  And in this light, we recall the 

meaning of true freedom. During his meeting with 

Czech leaders, Pope Benedict put it this way: 

òTrue freedom presupposes the search for truth ð 

for the true good ð and hence finds its fulfillment 

precisely in knowing and doing what is right and 

just. é For Christians, truth has a name: God.  And 

goodness has a face: Jesus Christ.ó 

 

 Thereõs so much to say but Iõd like to end with 

an article I saw on the Supreme website that relates to 

pro -life; something I feel needs to be near and dear to 

all of us.   I believe once we truly honor life we will 

return to the power this country was and still can be.  

We will be us (US) and honoring life will keep us as 

the world leader and return some of the morals we 

seem to have been lost.  Donõt give up on this; join in 
and help change the world for the better!  

 

Thanks and Happy New Year!  

Vivat Jesus!  Rick Broderick, Grand Knight  
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The Knights of Columbus, together with the Sisters of 
Life, recently celebrated the fifth anniversary of the 
dedication of Villa Maria Guadalupe, an international 
pro - life retreat center.  

 
In addition to a votive Mass to Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
a new stained -glass window of the Virgin of Tepeyac 
was unveiled and dedicated.  

Located in rural Stamford, Conn., Villa 
Maria Guadalupe is a collaborative effort of 
the Knights of Columbus and the Sisters of 
Life. Dedicated Oct. 20, 2004, the Villa 
Maria sponsors a variety of retreats and 
events in an effort to build and foster a Cul-
ture of Life.  
Its mission is to be a place of healing, hope 
and renewal for all who seek to know and 
live the Gospel of Life.  
 
John Cardinal OôConnor, former archbishop 
of New York and founder of the Sisters of 
Life, had a longing for such a retreat cen-
ter. As a champion of the unborn, he 
sought the creation of such a facility where 
the true love and peace of Christ could be 
sought and experienced, away from con-

tentious and political dimen-
sions that often characterize 
the pro - life movement.  
The rest, quiet and prayer at 
Vil la Maria Guadalupe 
strengthens retreatants, 
deepens their spiritual lives 
and helps them to more fully 
be ñpeople of life and for 
life.ò 
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